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PATELEY BRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

The Council Chamber, King Street
Pateley Bridge, HG3 5LE

Tel: 01423 755628   Email: clerk@pateleybridgecouncil.org.uk
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 7 FEBRUARY, 2012
Present:  

Cllr S Lumley, Mayor (Chairman)

	Cllr D Dobson
Cllr C J Hawkesworth
Cllr H Jefferson
	Cllr J Legget
Cllr I Scaife

Cllr J Wardman

	Cllr J Kerr (part)

	

	District Cllr S Beer

County Cllr J Fort
	

	
	


In attendance: 1 Parishioner
	
	


Clerk:  Sarah Adamson 
1 Apologies for Absence: Cllr L Ellington (Mayoral duties), Cllr C J Henderson (Personal)
2 Parishioners’ Representations
3 Councillors’ Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Hawkesworth : Min. 10(b); 
4 Minutes of the Meetings held on 3 and 17 January:  Cllr Legget proposed that the Minutes be adopted as a true record of the proceedings, all were in favour and the Minutes were signed by The Mayor.
5 Matters Arising
(a) Min. 5(b), 17.01.12: Lights, Scout Hut.  The Borough Council had agreed that it would be invoiced for the cost of the provision and fitting of the lights and issue one recharge invoice to PBTC, who would collate the funding.
(b) Min. 5(d & e), 17.01.12: Grass cutting and caretaker contracts. The closing date for submissions of tenders was 24 February 2012 and The Council would consider these during the first meeting in March.
(c) Min 6(j), 17.01.12: Flood Risk.  The Flood Risk Management department at The Environment Agency had replied to the Clerk’s email about the two fallen trees in the Nidd to say that they were aware of the situation and planned to remove the trees when water levels dropped, but added that the trees might be subject to preservation orders which could cause a delay.  Cllr Legget pointed out that this would not be the case as both trees had actually fallen into the water. 
AGREED – that the Clerk would write to the Environment Agency to point this out and to recommend an inspection visit as another fallen tree had been spotted upstream of Jogglers’ Bridge, and two islands of debris had collected, one below the weir and the other under the bridge.

(d) Min 6(i), 17.01.12: Retaining Wall, Nidd Walk.  The Department of Development Services at HBC had informed the Clerk that this wall was not the responsibility of Parking Services and had forwarded the email to the Estates Department so that they could report the danger of collapse to the appropriate department.
AGREED – to monitor the situation and keep as an Agenda item.
6 County Matters
(a) Footbridge Refurbishment.  County Cllr Fort reported that this was underway, the replacement bridge being constructed of wood; as the bridge was listed, planning permission would have been required to install a steel replacement bridge.
(b) Council Tax.  There would be no increase in this for a second year running, resulting in a saving of £26 per annum for the average Band D household; this would also apply to the Fire Authority levy.
(c) Penny Pot Depot.  Salt had been transferred from the Millfield Street depot to the new depot at Penny Pot, which was now up and running.  
(d) Library.  The County Council was awaiting a decision from HBC as to the future of the Library and the possibility of locating the Library and the Tourist Information Office together.
(e) Road Gritting.  Cllr Jefferson said that she had received complaints from residents about the failure to treat the High Street on the previous Saturday night and Cllr Fort agreed to pass these complaints on.
(f) Future of Millfield Street Depot.  There was a discussion as to the future of the site and County Cllr Fort suggested that the Council should wait until the proposals for its development are known, and agreed that he would keep the Council informed of developments.
(g) Street Lighting.  Street Lights Nºs 11 and 12 on the ginnel between the Lupton Estate and the main road, along with Nº 3 on the High Street were reported as defective and District Cllr Beer agreed to follow this up.
(h) Resurfacing of High Street.  Cllr Jefferson reported that there was an outstanding issue from the resurfacing: there was a camber problem at the foot of the High Street, resulting in a blocked drain and flooding to Towlers.
AGREED – The Clerk to follow this up.
7 District Matters

(a) Budget.  District Cllr Beer reported that HBC would be setting its budget the following day; concerns were the £900,000 deficit at HIC, and the £300,000 subsidy to the Royal Hall.  The proposal to integrate the various council offices on one site would save money but not during the first five years.  HBC was actively pursuing partnerships and new models of working in order to make savings.

8 Planning Matters

There were no planning applications.

There was a discussion about the proposed wind farm adjoining the current one adjacent to the A59 near Menwith Hill and it was agreed that this should be an Agenda Item as soon as the Council could have sight of the application.  Cllr Hawkesworth agreed to follow this up.

9 Financial Matters

(a) Accounts for payment.  The following accounts were approved for payment:

(i) Clerk’s Salary : February :  £418.50 (Gross): £334.90 (Nett)

(ii) Bewerley Parish Council – share of cemetery field rent : £35

(iii) Postages: A.Barrand : £47.57

(iv) Jim Benson : Caretaker : £169.04.

(b) Receipts.  Cllr Dobson pointed out that The Allotment Society in Glasshouses did not appear to have paid their yearly rent due on 1 January 2012 and it was agreed that the Clerk should contact them to remind them.
10 Corrrespondence

(a) YLCA – Harrogate Branch meeting on 13 February: Cllr Legget said he would attend this and report back.
(b) Notes from meeting of Glasshouses Development Association and Chris Hawkesworth Ltd. re: Glasshouses Mill: receipt of this was noted.
(c) HBC: Parish Council Elections – 3 May 2012.  Nominations: as the date for receipt of nominations was 4 April 2012, the new Council’s first meeting and the AGM would be held on 8 May 2012.  The preferred date for the Civic Service would be 27 May 2012 and it was agreed that the Clerk should contact other town clerks to verify their plans to ensure that their mayors would be able to attend.
(d) Q. Eliz. II Fields Challenge : A Celebration for the Diamond Jubilee: it was agreed that this was not something that would benefit the town.
(e) Recreation Ground – No cycling signs: the reply from the Parks and Playgrounds Department at HBC informing the Council that the No Cycling signs at each of the entrances would be repainted was noted.
(f) AONB bid submission to the Heritage Lottery Fund Landscape Scheme: in response to the request from Paul Burgess of the Nidderdale AONB for a letter of support from the Council to support this bid, it was agreed that the Clerk would draft a letter for approval at the next meeting before the deadline of 24 February.
Other correspondence received after distribution of the Agenda

(g) Complaint from Resident: a complaint had been received about a Tattoo Parlour operating from a private address had been received; Cllr Jefferson pointed out that this was no longer the case as the inhabitants had moved from this address, and it was agreed that the Clerk should respond to this effect.
(h) Parish Council Play Area Grant:  HBC had written to the Clerk to inform the Council that at the end of the financial year two parish councils who had applied for a £5,000 grant had both confirmed that they would not be able to claim from the funding, and that HBC was therefore able to open up the opportunity to other councils able to meet the deadline.  Cllr Jefferson and Cllr Dobson offered to follow this up to register interest in the first instance and then report back.
11 Play Area/Millenium Green

Cllr Wardman confirmed that the inspection had taken place and that all was in order.  Cllr Dobson informed the Council that the Caretaker had completed the work of removing the steps and improving the footpath.

12 Council Business
 

(a) Caretaker Tasks: in response to a request from the Clerk, it was agreed that she could arrange with the Caretaker for remedial work to be carried out on the notice  board at Southlands as the left hand-side did not open.
(b) Nomination of Mayor: Cllr Lumley proposed the nomination of Cllr Skaife and this was seconded by Cllr Dobson; Cllr Legget then proposed that this be agreed at the meeting and all were in favour.
(c) Commuted Sums – position at February 2012: Cllr Dobson reported on the current position:  
(i) Pateley Bridge Bowling Club: the Project Initiation document in respect of handrails for their pavilion in the sum of £320 had been forwarded to HBC;

(ii) Bewerley Recreation Ground: the signed Consent Agreement in respect of the new flagpole had been sent to HBC by the Clerk to Bewerley Parish Council

(iii) Glasshouses Cricket Club: there was an outstanding amount of £122.05.

13 Reports from Committees

(a) Nidderdale Strategic Partnership: email from Katy Penn re. Library and oil buying

The consultation regarding the Library had been discussed earlier in the meeting (Item 7) and it was noted that information on oil buying cooperatives was available on www.ruralactionyorkshire.org.uk 

County Cllr Fort and District Cllr Beer left the meeting at this point.

14 Exchange of Information
(a) The following publications were noted:
(i) Nidd Sport – January 2012
(ii) Agenda: HBC Standards Committee meeting : 25 January 2012
(iii) The Clerk magazine : January 2012
(iv) CPRE:  Booklet “A Guide to Neighbourhood Planning”`
(v) White Rose update – January 2012
(vi) YLCA Advice Note : Financial management and some suggestions for good practice in financial administration.
(vii) YLCA Briefing Note – Abolition of current standards regime and implementation of a new system.
15 Parishioners’ Representations
Clive Hall, who had attended the meeting as an observer, wished the draw the attention of the Council to the County Council’s draft policy on ‘green lanes’;  information about this could be found on the North Yorkshire Now website http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=18991 .  Cllr Lumley thanked him for this information.

16 A O B

(a) Use of Library for sale of Residents’ Parking Permits: it was agreed that the request from the County Council for a contribution of £5 towards the heating and lighting of the Library on each occasion rather than paying a hire charge was acceptable and that the preferred dates would be Saturday 24 and Saturday 31 March;  Cllrs Legget, Jefferson and Kerr volunteered to sell the permits.  Cllr Lumley would draft a letter to residents and bring it to the next meeting for approval.

(b) Dog Fouling in Glasshouses: Cllr Jefferson said that she had received a complaint about this at the bottom of Lupton steps and enquired whether a visit from the dog warden was due, but Cllr Lumley replied that unless complainants were prepared to supply names then there was little that could be done.
(c) Drain, Ripon Road: Yorkshire Water had telephoned the Clerk to inform her that they had repaired 2.5 metres of the cracked pipe and that the roots had been cut away.

17 Dates of next meetings

(a) The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21 February 2012.
(b) The following meeting will be held on Tuesday 6 March 2012.
The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.

