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103/2011-12

PATELEY BRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

The Council Chamber, King Street
Pateley Bridge, HG3 5LE

Tel: 01423 712906   Email: clerk@pateleybridgecouncil.org.uk
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 17 JANUARY, 2012
Present:  

Cllr S Lumley, Mayor (Chairman)

	Cllr D Dobson
Cllr L Ellington
	Cllr J Kerr
Cllr J Leggett

	Cllr C J Hawkesworth
Cllr C J Henderson
	Cllr I Scaife
Cllr J Wardman

	Cllr H Jefferson
	

	
	


In attendance:


	
	


Clerk:  Angela Barrand; 
Observer: Sarah Adamson
1 Apologies for Absence: Cllr Hesselden
2 Councillors’ Declarations of Interest:  :
Cllr Jefferson : Min. 3(a); 
Cllr Skaife : Min. 5(c)
3 Planning Matters
(a) Applications to Harrogate Borough Council.
6.49.433.A.TPO.  Mr. Jones.  5 Harewell Close, Glasshouses.  Felling of Sycamore Tree T3, TPO, No. 2, 1986.  Council had no objections, provided the opinion of the arborologist has been sought.
(b) Decisions by Harrogate Borough Council.
(i) 6.49.472.J.FUL.  Mr. & Mrs. Wild. Westfields, Glasshouses.  Erection of new chimney.  Granted, subject to conditions.

(ii) 6.49.470.D.FUL.  Mr. & Mrs. Phillips, Sunnyside Cottage, Blazefield Bank, Blazefield.  Erection of two storey extension. Granted, subject to conditions..

4 Correspondence
(a) Cycling concerns, Greenhow Hill.  A letter from Highways Dept. confirmed that Rupert Douglas of SUSTRANS was currently discussing specific issues with representatives from North Yorkshire Highways, both locally based and at County Hall.  The group would be examining a number of issues, not just signing proposals aimed at cyclists.  Existing traffic signs on Greenhow Hill warn of the steep descent and the series of bends and were directed at all road users.  The signs were universally used and understood.   All traffic signs installed on the highway were governed by the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2002 and any signs proposed that did not comply with these Regulations would have to be granted special authorisation from the Secretary of State.   This was not a quick process, so consideration of other solutions was ongoing.  Should a pattern of collisions be identified and a suitable solution found, officers would then have to make the case for funding the proposed measures.

Cllr Leggett registered disquiet at the tone of the reply which he felt was negative.  The Mayor said this issue had been discussed at the Nidderdale Strategic Partnership who would also be meeting with SUSTRANS.   Cllr Hawkesworth commented that it would be relatively easy to include a warning, slippery road sign on existing poles.

AGREED – to write to the County Council, copied to County Cllr Fort, that this Council was disappointed by the rather negative comments conveyed by Highways Dept. and reiterating the view held locally that signs aimed particularly at cyclists were considered effective. 
(b) Yorkshire Post article: cost of Waste Plant at Allerton Park.  The Chief Executive of the County Council had replied to confirm that the figures quoted by the Yorkshire Post were of the “correct order” based on the information supplied to DEFRA in 2010.   The £1.45bn. included the cost to the City of York and all related waste disposal (i.e. both the PFI contract and services not part of the contract).  An example of a service not in the contract was the cost of storing and transporting waste from transfer stations across the County.   There was no separate charge for the cost of borrowing but it was part of the annual charge made by the contractor to the County Council.   The financial elements of the contract had not yet been signed off by the County Council, and the final figure for the cost of borrowing had yet to be agreed and would be based on the best offer available to the Funding market at the time.   A report would be presented to the County Council’s Executive prior to signing, enabling Members to further consider whether the contract offered value for money.  This would take place after the Planning application had been determined.   Detailed reports relating to the Waste PFI project could be accessed from the County website.
(c) Residents car park permits 2012-13.  Despite objections to the proposals from both Bewerley Parish Council and Pateley Bridge Town Council, confirmation had now been received from Harrogate Borough Council that the proposed 50 per cent increase in residents’ car park charges (from £8 to £12 annually) would remain.   The Borough Council emphasised that the permit had increased in line with the parking charges in Pateley Bridge, and continued to provide residents with a significant discount.   If the Town Council did not carry out the administration, the cost of the permit would be higher.   No other town within the Borough had a similar scheme.   The Parking Services Manager was currently reviewing the lining of the bays to ensure they met recommended requirements.
The Clerk provided statistics relating to the number of passes sold in the past two years.  There were some difficulties attached to the logistics of selling the passes to the public, although Nidd Plus had indicated they were prepared to continue.  The Clerk had drafted a press release with the aim of publicising the voluntary nature of the scheme which existed as a service to residents.  The Clerk agreed to ascertain whether it would be possible to use the Library building on two Saturdays at the end of March for the purpose of selling direct to residents.  The Mayor would then finalise the press release for transmission to Ackrills.
(d) Jubilee Beacons  The cost of the Jubilee Beacon at Coldstones Cut was to be shared between Bewerley Parish Council, the Town Council and Nidd Gold.   Bewerley Parish Council were leading the organisation and would order the Gas Beacon shortly.  Mr. Bob Orange had publicised the event in the Hansons magazine.   Council noted that it would be necessary to organise more publicity nearer the time.  District Cllr Ellington drew attention to grantaid via the LEADER scheme available to support events planned to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee.
(e) YLCA “How your council works with local community and voluntary groups”  

AGREED – that the Clerk would complete the questionnaire on behalf of Council.
(f) YLCA Guidance Notes – Local Councils and Applications for Wind Farm Developments.   A copy of these guidance notes would be circulated to all councillors.   It was noted that the Wind Turbines (Minimum Distance from Residential Developments) Bill (a private members bill) would have its second reading in the House of Lords on 27 January.
(g) Water leak, Greenwood Avenue.   The Clerk had reported a water leak from a property on Greenwood Avenue which was causing hazardous conditions on the road.  Highways Dept. had replied stating that their Inspector would write to the property owner and would also arrange for a supply of salt/grit to be provided on a temporary basis at this location.
(h) Highways issues.  Highways Dept. had made the following comments:
(A)   Potholes, King Street.  The Highways Inspector visited on 9 January and made safe one defect he considered hazardous to highway users.  The other defects present were not deemed dangerous and did not meet intervention criteria.  Therefore, at present, they did not require repair.  The road would continue to be monitored and if it deteriorated further he would arrange for any necessary repairs.

In the meantime, a parishioner had emailed Council on 9 January to complain about dangerous deterioration of potholes on King Street, New Church Street and Bishop Way.  The Clerk had sent him an extract from the comments above.
(B)   The Raikes, Wilsill.   The Inspector would arrange for “grips” to be dug out in the verges to assist with drainage at this location.
(C)   Old Church Lane.  A programme of gullies requiring clearing was being compiled and the one near to Fog Close Cottage would be added to the programme.
(D)  Top Wath Road. The inspector would ascertain whether a sweeper was required for the gravel that had been washed down.  Highways were aware of the water leak and various investigations and site visits were ongoing.
(E)  New Line, between Wilsill and Low Laithe.  Temporary signs warning of ice had been erected, due to water from adjacent land running on to the road.
(F)  Tup Lane, Wath.  Highways were aware that water was running on to the road from adjacent land.  The inspector would monitor the condition of the road.
(i) HBC : Parks and Gardens Dept: Topiary displays.  An email from Parks and Gardens Dept. stated that topiary sporting figures would be displayed in the District as part of the Olympic and Jubilee celebrations.   It was intended to include two such temporary figures in the flower bed beside the well head at the top of the High Street.

AGREED – that Council had no objection to this proposal.
(j) Cotter Memorial Seat, St. Mary’s Churchyard.   The Borough Council had confirmed that they were not responsible for the upkeep of the building or its internal state.   They suggested that the site of the seat should be improved by  moving it to a sunny position if necessary within the church area.

AGREED – to convey this advice to the Church PCC.
(k) PAYE : Annual Return   Julian Smith, MP, had forwarded a copy letter he had received from HMRC after he had made representations on behalf of Council to have the penalty charge waived.   The Clerk had written to him to thank him for the success of his efforts which were much appreciated.
5 Council Business
(a) Maturity of High Interest Deposit Bonds.  Two of Councils Deposit Bonds were shortly due to mature, one on 30 January and one on 13 February.

AGREED – to reinvest the two capital sums of £10,000 and £5,000 respectively , the first for three years and the second for one year in Fixed Rate Deposit Bonds with NatWest Bank.
(b) Commuted Sums
(i) Lights, Scout Hut. (Min. 11(b), 3 January refers).  Confirmation had been received from the Commuted Sums officer that a total of £587.23 could be allocated to this project.

AGREED – to contact the Scout Association to ask if they would be willing to fund the outstanding amount of £707.81 to complete the project.
(ii) St. Cuthbert’s Graveyard : new path.  Confirmation had been received from the Commuted Sums officer that £497.24 could be allocated for professional fees in connection with the project to improve the churchyard path to make it more accessible, particularly for wheelchairs, pushchairs and those with walking difficulties.    A cheque would be raised made payable to St. Cuthbert’s Church.
(c)  Mayor’s Ball 2012.   The catering contract had been awarded to The Willow restaurant.   The Mayor and Clerk had held a productive meeting with Mrs. Ninness to finalise arrangements.   A meeting of the Mayoral sub committee would take place later tonight to allocate necessary tasks.
(d) Grass cutting contracts 2012.   Copies of Schedules 1 and 2 of the grass cutting contracts had been circulated.  It was noted that a form of indemnity, similar to that used with the caretaking contract should be included this year.

AGREED – that information be sent to interested persons, and a notice displayed on the parish noticeboard.  (The Millennium Green grass cutting contract would be advertised at the same time).
(e) Caretaker contracts 2012-13. Copies of the current caretaker contract had been circulated.   Minor amendments would be made to include reference to County risk assessments adopted by Council, after which

AGREED – to advertise the catering contract for 2012-13 in the usual way.
(f) Licence for Flagpole, Recreation Ground.  A licence for the new flagpole had been drawn up by Harrogate Borough Council.  This had been signed on behalf of Bewerley Parish Council, who would be placing the order, utilising funds from Commuted Sums allocated to the Recreation Ground.   It was noted that final costings were not yet available, and there would be extra expense involved in installation.   The Nidderdale Branch of the British Legion had also indicated their willingness to contribute £200 towards costs.

AGREED – that the Clerk would sign the Licence on behalf of Council and return it to the Estates Dept. (HBC).
(g) Drain, Ripon Road.  Yorkshire Water were currently carrying out work on this drain.   Their representative had telephoned the Clerk stating that the sewer was completely blocked by roots and in his view required complete replacement.   Cllr Skaife had visited the site and been informed that the men had instructions to replace the broken piece of piping only.   The situation would continue to be monitored.
(h) Footpaths on Millennium Green.  Iain Burgess, NYCC Footpath Officer, had indicated his willingness to meet with a representative of Council to offer advice on the link joining the two footpaths together.   The Mayor suggested that the link was surplus to requirements as the two existing paths were adequate.  It was therefore

AGREED – to dispense with the steps and the link path and ask the parish caretaker to reinstate the original gradient.
6 Exchange of Information
(a) The following publications were noted:
(i) LEADER programme newsletter
(ii) SELRAP circular/newsletter update
(iii) Booklet from CPRE/NALC : Planning explained
(iv) Clerks & Councils Direct : January edition
(v) Agenda, AONB Meeting dated 17 January re: Heritage Lottery application.
Cllr Leggett had attended the meeting and gave a report on the application which was extremely detailed and  involved several proposals and initiatives.   Some indication of initial success or otherwise was expected within the next four months.
(b)  Footpath over Bridge.  (Min. 5(a), 3 January refers).Confirmation had been received that work would commence to remove the wooden footbridge attached to the road bridge on 16 January.  The road would also be closed between 11.30 p.m. and 6.00 a.m. on 12 March for the renewed footbridge to be reinstated.  County Cllr Fort had reported that the work would cost £71,000 and should extend the life of the footbridge by approximately 65 years.
(c) Glasshouses Cross roads. An email had been received from a parishioner relating to traffic problems recently experienced at Glasshouses Crossroads, which she believed could have led to an accident.   The Clerk had written to her explaining the actions taken by Council and giving details of the official response from Highways.

AGREED – to forward a copy of this email to NYCC’s Traffic Management officer and to the police, as well as keeping details of incidents on file.
(d) Wilsill Bus Shelter.   Cllr Dobson said that the felt on the Bus Shelter had been prised off during the recent heavy winds.   He had asked the Caretaker to renew it.
(e) Millennium Green Bike track.  Cllr Dobson had inspected the existing signs which he felt were adequate.  However it would be necessary to include a telephone contact number of the new Clerk in the near future.
(f) Youth Shelter/Drinks carton container (recycling area).  Cllr Henderson said foam had been sprayed on the Youth Shelter, but could be easily removed.  Some paint had appeared also on the carton container.

AGREED – to ask the parish caretaker to clean these areas.

(g) River Bank.   Cllr Henderson said the large hole on the banking already reported to the NYCC Footpath  and  Biodiversity officers in July last year, was getting bigger and another one had developed.

AGREED – to contact the footpath officer to remind him that this work was to be included in the maintenance programme.

(h) Flooding from Springfield.   Cllr Henderson had reported flooding during the recent heavy rain, coming from an adjacent field, which affected the road.   The Clerk had written to the landowner concerned.   The situation would continue to be monitored.
(i) Retaining wall, Nidd Walk.  Cllr Henderson had been contacted by a parishioner to draw attention to concern that the retaining wall was becoming dangerous.  There was also a lot of ivy there.

AGREED – to report this safety hazard to the Borough Council.

(j) Flood risk issue.   Cllr Hawkesworth reported that a large tree needed removing from the river.   Cllr Jefferson said there was another small tree trapped under the bridge.

AGREED – To contact the Environment Agency to request removal.

(k) Retiring clerk.   The meeting would be the last one attended by  Mrs. Barrand. Cllr Dobson recorded thanks to the retiring Clerk for her efficient work over the past four years and pleasant manner.  Mrs. Adamson was welcomed as the new Clerk, who would take up her duties on 1 February.
7 Dates of next meetings
(a) The next meeting will be held on 7 February 2012 at 7.15 p.m..
(b) The following meeting will be held on 21 February 2012 at 7.15 p.m..

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

